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HENRY DONNER ROCK CABINET 


The stones assembled in this cabinet were all collected by 
the late Dr. Henry F. Donner, former chairman of the astronomy 
and geology departments at Western Reserve University. 

Among his many accomplishments. Dr. Donner was a noted 
astronomer who discovered more that 1100 double stars between 
1927 and 1933 at the University of Michigan's Observatory in 
South Africa. 

Dr. Donner received his doctorate degree in geology in 1936 
and that same year joined the faculty at Western Reserve 
University. As a talented educator and researcher, he advanced 
quickly. By the mid-1940's he was a full professor in both 
geology and astronomy and chairman of both departments. 

He retired from the University in 1968. 

Dr. Donner was the first faculty member to suggest a merger 
between Case Institute of Technology and Western Reserve 
University. 

Dr. Donner, along with his wife Florence, travelled 
extensively throughout their lifetimes. The rocks displayed in 
this cabinet were all individually collected by him during his 
geological expeditions around the world. 

I met Dr. Donner toward the end of his life. He was full of 
stories of his adventures. He could talk for hours about rocks 
and stars and Africa and elephants. Henry loved elephants. In 
memory of this, I made the rock holder in the upper right hand 
corner of the cabinet so it converts into a stylized elephant 
head. 

Dr. Donner was a great scientist, a great teacher and a 
great man. 
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